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SUBMITTED    TO    HER    MAJESTY'S    GOVERNMENT    FOR    THE 
PURPOSE  OF    ESTABLISHING  AN    AUTHORIZED  COMMITTEE 

TO    REGULATE    AND    CARRY    ON    THE 

INTRODUCTION  OF  INDIAN  LABORERS 

AT 

MAURITIUS, 

ON    SUCH    PRINCIPLES    AS    WILL     SECURE    TO    THE    NATIVES    OF     INDIA    ALL 

THE    ADVANTAGES    WHICH    EMIGRATION,   PROPERLY    CONDUCTED,    IS 

KNOWN    TO    HOLD    OUT,    AND    AT    THE    SAME    TIME    RELIEVE 

THE  COLONY  FROM    THE  DISTRESSING    EMBARRASSMENT 

WHICH    IT    NOW    SUFFERS,   FROM 

THE  WANT  OF  MEANS  TO  CULTIVATE  THE  LAND. 
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SOME  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  CAUSES  WHICH  HAVE  LED  TO  THE  DEFICIENCY 
OF  LABORERS  AT  MAURITIUS,  AND  ON  THE  CONSEQUENCES  WHICH  MUST 
RESULT    TO  THE  COLONY,   IF    THAT  DEFICIENCY  IS   NOT  SPEEDILY  SUPPLIED: 
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OBJECT    OF    THE    PLAN. 


It  is  proposed  by  the  undersigned,  to  afford  relief 
to  the  present  urgent  and  imperative  demand  which 
prevails  in  the  colony  for  agricultural  labor,  by  the 
encouragement  of  emigration  of  the  natives  of  India, 
to  Mauritius  with  their  families,  on  a  system 
entirely  favorable  to  the  poorer  class  of  natives, 
who  would  be  enabled  to  visit  this  island  free  of 
expense,  without  any  written  contract  of  service 
whatever,  and  would  be  entirely  free  on  their  arrival, 
to  profit  by  the  highest  rate  of  wages  obtainable, 
whilst  the  power  of  returning  to  their  native  country, 
should  they  desire  it,  would  be  secured  to  them  free 
of  charge,  at  the  expiration  of  five  years. 
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GENERAL    PRINCIPLES    FOR    CARRYING    INTO    EFFECT 
THE    PROPOSED    SYSTEM. 

FIRST. 

The  sanction  of  the  local  government  to  be  solicit- 
ed for  the  formation  of  a  Committee,  consisting  of 
six  persons,  with  an  officer  to  be  appointed  by  the 
government,  to  be  termed  the  "  Emigration  Com- 
mittee," upon  which  the  following  duties  would 
devolve. 

They  would  raise  funds  by  such  means  as  they  might 
think  adviseable,  and  have  the  free  and  uncontrolled 
use  of  them,  for  defraying  the  expense  attending  the 
emigration  of  free  laborers  from  India. 

They  would  establish  one  or  more  agencies  in  India, 
under  the  control,  and  with  the  sanction  of,  the  local 
government,  for  assisting  and  superintending  the 
orderly  embarkation  of  emigrants  in  strict  confor- 
mity with  the  laws. 

They  would  receive  the  emigrants  upon  their  arrival 
in  Port  Louis,  and  be  responsible  to  the  local  go- 
vernment for  their  hospitable  and  humane  treatment, 
until  they  shall   have  obtained  employment. 

They  would  furnish  to  the  local  government  a 
guarantee  against  any  individual  becoming  an  onus 
upon    society  liere  ;    als(»  for  the  return  of  any  emi- 


grant  free  of  expense,  should  he  or  she  demand  it 
after  five  years  employment,  in  any  service  whatever 
in   the  colony. 

They  would  furnish  bond  for  any  penalty  the  go- 
vernment, either  of  India  or  this  island,  might  exact, 
in  case  of  any  deviation  from  the  existing  laws  on 
the  part  of  themselves  or  their  agents. 

It  is  pro})Osed  to  appoint  an  agent  of  the  highest 
character  and  standing,  approved  of  by  the  govern- 
ments of  Mauritius  and  India,  to  represent  the  Com- 
mittee in  Bengal,  and  to  superintend  all  its  proceed- 
ings in  that  country,  who  would  be  paid  a  fixed 
salary ;  and  that  of  so  liberal  a  description,  as  to  put 
all  motives  of  personal  interests,  in  his  transactions 
with  the  emigrants,  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

SECOND. 

Agents  to  be  appointed,  if  necessary,  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  Committee  at  Madras,  or  Bombay, 
or  elsewhere  ;  also  with  the  approval  of  the  Indian 
government 

THIRD. 

The  government  of  India  to  be  invited  to  adjoin 
to  the  responsible  agents  of  the  Committee,  an  offi.- 
cer  of  their  selection,  to  superintend  the  system  of 
emigration. 

FOURTH. 
It  is  proposed  to  furnish   to  adult  natives  of  India, 
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of  robust  constitution  and  good  character,  of  either 
sex,  who  may  be  willing  to  emigrate  from  any  part 
of  India  to  the  Mauritius,  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  procuring  employment  at  an  advantageous  rate 
of  wages, 

THE  FOLLOWING    ASSISTANCE  AND  ADVANTAGES  : 

1st.  Free  passage  from  India  to  this  island. 

2nd.  Two  suits  of  clothing. 

3rd.  One  brass  pot. 

4th.  One  blanket. 

5th.  days  lodging  and  food,  previous  to 

their  embarkation,  if  necessary. 

6th.  Ten  days  lodging  and  food  upon  their  arrival  in 
the  Mauritius— if  not  employed  before  the  expiration 
of  that  time— that  they  may  be  enabled  to  choose 
employment,  without  being  forced  into  hurried  en- 
gagements. 

7th.  Hospital  treatment  free  of  charge,  should  they 
arrive  in  ill  health. 

8lh.  Medical  attendance  during  the  passage  from 
India. 

9th.  A  free  passage  back  to  their  native  country,  after 
five  years  employment  in  this   island. 

FIFTH. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  emigration  of  families, 
the  Committee  would  afford  assistance  to  children, 
on  condition  of  the  appropriation  of  one-fourth  of  the 


wages  of  both  the  father  and  motlier,  in  reimburse- 
ment of  the  outlay  incurred  for  them.  Those  intro- 
duced under  the  age  of  fourteen  years  would  have 
no  claim  on  the  Committee  for  the  return  passage  to 

India. 

SIXTH. 

The  emigrants  would  arrive  in  Mauritius  free  from 
any  engagement  of  service  whatever,  and  be  free  to 
profit  by  the  highest  rate  of  wages  the  colony  affords, 
to  which  end  the  Committee  would  afibrd  them  every 
assistance  in  their  power. 

SEVENTH. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  nature  of  employment 

which  the  colony  affords,  with  the  customary  hours  of 
work,  and  the  rate  of  wages  and  allowances  now  cur- 
rent, to  be  prepared  and  fully  explained  by  the  agent 
of  the  Committee  to  every  emigrant  previous  to  em- 
barkation. 

EIGHTH. 

The  Government  to  be  solicited  to  pass  a  law  fixing 
a  scale  of  rations,  to  which  every  Indian  employed  in 
this  colony  in  agricultural  labour  is  entitled  from  his 
employer,  and  which  is  recommended  to  be  as  follow  : — 

DAILY  ALLOWANCE  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN. 


lb. 

14  chattacks  rice         1 

oz.  dwts. 

10     0 

Children  under  ten 

2                   dhoU       0 

3  12 

years    of    age   half 

Or  salt  fish       .     .     0 

3     0 

rations. 

Half  chattacks  ghee     0 

0  21 

Quarter  chattack  salt  0 

0  10'^*''* 
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In  the  event  of  the  rations  not  being  procurable, 
the  compensation  for  such  to  be  estimated  by  the  local 
magistrates,  and  payable  in  money,  not  exceeding 
three  times  the  ordinary  value. 

NINTH. 

It  is  calculated  that  the  expense  attending  the  emigra- 
tion  of  an    adult   native    from     India    would    be   as 
follows : — 
1st.  Victualling  during  the  delay  of  the  vessel 

until  embarkation,  say  ten  days        Co.  Rs.  10     0 

2nd.  Clothing 400 

3rd.  Blanket 10     0 

4th.  Brass  Pot 16     0 

5th.  Provision  for  the  voyage    .....     3     8     0 

6th.  Passage  money 35     0     0 

7th.  Medical  attendance  on  board  ship     ..400 
8th.  Incidental  charges 2     0     0 


Actual  outlay  for  each  adult    Co.  Rs.  51   14     0 

FOR  THE  LIABILITIES  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

1st.  Hospital  expenses  on  arrival  ....100 

2nd.  Return  passage 15     0     0 

3rd.  Expenses  of  agency,  and  other  charges 

incurred  by  the  Committee 15     0     0 


Total  expense  of  emigration        Co.  Rs.  82  14     0 

TENTH. 

It  is  calculated  that   a  sum  of  £20,000  would   be 
sufficient  to  furnish  the  expenses  of  the   number  of 
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emigrants  it  would  be  desirable  to  assist  during  the 
first  six  months. 

ELEVENTH. 

It  is  proposed  to  solicit  the  advance  of  the  above 
sum  of  £20,000  from  the  local  government  of  the 
colony,  the  Committee  guaranteeing  its  repayment  in 
such  a  manner,  and  at  such  periods,  as  meet  the  wishes 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

TWELFTH. 

The  sum  advanced  by  the  Committee  would  be 
repaid  them  by  the  parties  who  receive  the  emigrants 
into  their  service  upon  their  arrival,  in  virtue  of  en- 
gagements entered  into  with  the  Committee  in  the 
following  sense  : — 

'*  I,  A.  B.,  hereby  engage  to  employ  upon  their 
arrival  from  India,  (if  willing  to  enter  my  service,)  men 
with  or  without  their  familes  as  they  may  be,  during  a 
term  of  twelve  months,  or  less,  at  a  rate  of  wages  to  be 
agreed  with  the  individuals  upon  their  arrival,  and 
which  can  in  no  case  be  les  than  Cos.  Rs.,  five 
for  men,  and  three  Co.  Rs.  per  month  for  women, 
during  the  year  1840.  I  further  bind  myself  to 
supply  them  with  rations  according  to  the  scale  estab- 
lished by  Government,  and  lodging  and  medical 
attendance ;  and  I  promise  to  pay  to  the  Emigration 
Committee  the  charges  they  may  declare  to  be  due  to 
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them,   attending  the    emigration  of    each    individual 
employed  by  me." 

THIRTEENTH. 

In  order  to  insure  the  repayment  of  the  outlay  made 
by  the  Committee,  by  those  who  receive  the  emigrants 
into  their  service  on  their  arrival,  and  who  have  not 
taken  the  engagement  described  in  Article  12th, 
the  local  government  to  be  solicited  to  pass  a  law, 
making  any  person  employing  an  emigrant,  introduced 
through  the  Emigration  Committee,  responsible  to 
them  for  the  charges  incurred  for  the  individual. 
This  liability  to  extend  to  a  period  of  twelve  months 
after  the  arrival  of  the  emigrant  in  the  colony.  Any 
person  employing  an  emigrant  otherwise  than  through 
the  Committee  within  twelve  months  after  his  or  her 
arrival,  to  be  bound  to  make  declaration  of  his  doing 
so  at  the  office  of  the  Committee,  under  a  penalty  of 
ten  pounds  for  each  individual,  over  and  above  the 
charges  due  to  the  Committee. 

FOURTEENTH. 

In  order  to  furnish  proof  of  the  certainty  of  employ- 
ment which  awaits  the  emigrant  on  his  arrival  in  the 
Mauritius,  the  Committee  would  furnish  to  the  Govern- 
ment, either  of  India  or  the  colony,  if  required,  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  hands  for  which  demand  shall 
have  been  made  at  their  office. 
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FIFTEENTH. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  any  number  of  emigrants  in 
Port  Louis,  the  Committee  would  give  notice  to  the 
public,  through  the  Gazettes  or  newspapers  of  the 
colony,  in  order  that  the  new  comers  may  profit  by  the 
highest  offers  of  those  who  require  their  services. 

SIXTEENTH. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  social  condition  of  the  emigrants 
would  not  only  be  greatly  improved  by  their  visiting 
this  colony,  as  has  been  the  case  with  the  Indians 
already  introduced,  especially  as  regards  their  health, 
appearance,  and  habits  of  industry,  but  also,  that  a 
desirable  moral  influence  might  be  established  among 
them  by  the  formation  of  schools  for  the  children, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee. 

SEVENTEENTH. 

Serious  complaints  having  arisen  from  the  alleged 
neglectful  manner  in  which  the  Indians  who  were 
introduced  into  the  colony  under  engagements  of  ser- 
vice, were  embarked  in  Calcutta  on  board  of  crowded 
vessels  without  sufficient  care  for  their  protection  or 
comfort,  in  opposition  to  the  declared  wishes  and  posi- 
tive instructions  of  those  to  whom  the  laborers  were 
engaged,  the  Committee  would  pledge  themselves,  to 
make  the  case  of  the  emigrants  on  board  a  ship  a 
primary  object. 
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EIGHTEENTH. 

Lastly,  the  Committee  would  select  a  confidential 
agent  approved  of  by  the  local  government,  who  would 
proceed  to  England  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  success  of  the  present 
object. 

Port  Louis,  Mauritius,  17th  December,  1839. 

(Signed)         Edward  Chapman, 
Henry  Barlow, 
C.  C.  Brownrigg, 
John  P.  Rowlandson, 
Robert  Bullen, 
J.  Edward  Arbuthnot. 

This  plan,  having  received  the  entire  approbation  of 
the  local  government  of  Mauritius,  has  been  forwarded 
to  England,  for  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  under  the  charge  of  Charles 
Anderson,  Esq.,  whose  experience  on  the  subject  of 
Indian  emigration  renders  him  peculiarly  qualified  for 
the  duty  which  he  has  undertaken. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


To  gi,ve  a  correct  view  of  the  present  state  of 
Mauritius,  with  reference  to  agricultural  labor,  it  is 
necessary  to  trace  the  operation  of  emancipation  on  the 
planters  and  on  the  laboring  population,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  apprenticeship  up  to  the  present 
period. 

At  the  outset  of  that  probationary  term,  known  by 
the  name  of  '*  apprenticeship,"  a  very  general  appre- 
hension existed  amongst  those  best  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  the  emancipated  blacks,  that  voluntary 
labor,  in  field  work,  never  would  be  obtained  from  them. 
Although  the  negroes  could  not  comprehend  the  dif- 
ference between  their  new  state  and  that  of  slavery, 
yet  as  the  apprenticeship  advanced  they  began  to  un- 
derstand that  they  had  the  power  to  obtain  immediate 
and  entire  freedom  by  purchase,  and  they  eagerly 
availed  themselves  of  that  privilege. 

It  is  true  that  only  six  hundred  liberations  were 
effected  in  that  way  during  the  two  first  years  of  the 
apprenticeship,  but  the  total  number  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1839,  amounted  to  nine  thousand,  amongst 
whom  there  has  been  no  instance  of  even  a  single 
individual  having  returned  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
land. 

This   naturally   confirmed   the   opinion  which    had 
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previously  prevailed,  and  directed  the  attention  of  the 
planters  to  some  means  of  providing  for  the  cultivation 
of  their  estates,  not  only  after  the  termination  of  the 
apprenticeship,  but  during  its  existence,  for  even  then 
the  scarcity  of  laborers  began  to  be  an  object  of  deep 
interest  to  the  proprietors. 

To  remedy  this  growing  evil,  early  in  1836  the  per- 
mission of  the  local  government  of  Mauritius,  for  the 
introduction  of  free  laborers  from  India,  was  obtained 
under  certain  regulations,  and  by  the  commencement 
of  1839  about  twenty-five  thousand  were  introduced. 

This  augmentation  of  the  agricultural  laborers  of  the 
colony  enabled  the  planters  to  improve  their  properties 
by  extending  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  many  of 
them  incurred  a  heavy  expense  for  the  erection  of  the 
different  buildings  which  were  rendered  necessary  by 
the  increase  of  the  sugar  cane.  Others,  under  a  firm 
conviction  that  a  source  was  now  open  from  which  the 
means  of  continued  and  increased  cultivation  could 
always  be  procured,  and  that  the  labor  of  the  Predial 
apprentices  was  secured  till  1841,  made  extensive  pur- 
chases of  estates,  at  very  high  prices,  but  with  every 
prospect  of  a  profitable  return. 

Things  were  in  this  state  when  intelligence  reached 
the  colony  that  the  future  emigration  of  the  natives  of 
India  would  not  be  permitted,  and  on  the  11th  of 
March,  1839,  a  proclamation  of  His  Excellency  Sir 
William  Nicolay  announced  to  the  colony  that  on  and 
after  the  31st  of  that  month  all  compulsory  labor  would 
cease,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  orders  in  Council  of  the 
7th  of  September  and  6th  of  October,  1838,  would  have 
immediate  effect. 

At  this  period  the  apprentice  population  amounted  to 
about  17,000  males  and  13,000  females,  in  all  30,000 
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individuals  employed  in  the  production  of  the  sugar 
cane  and  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  whose  future  occu- 
pation, in  that  way,  would  depend  on  their  own  free 
will,  but  without  whose  labor  the  operations  of  the 
planters  must  become  completely  paralyzed,  and  their 
loss  incalculable. 

How  far  the  planters  acted  wisely  in  such  an  emer- 
gency by  proposing  the  conditions  which  they  offered 
for  the  labor  of  the  ex-apprentices,  it  is  not  necessary 
here  to  enquire,  because  there  is  not  the  least  doubt 
that  under  any  circumstances  the  final  result  would 
have  been  the  same. 

The  event  proved  that  out  of  the  30,000  laborers 
thus  released  from  all  restraint,  not  a  single  female 
would  return  to  field  work,  and  it  was  only  from  a 
confused  and  imperfect  idea  of  their  new  condition, 
the  difficulty  of  finding  a  hut  to  retire  to,  or  the 
influence  of  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district, 
that  between  4,000  and  5,000  of  the  men  were  induced 
to  engage  as  field  laborers  for  a  year,  which  terminated 
in  April  1840,  without  the  most  remote  chance  of  any 
of  the  engagements  being  renewed. 

It  is  necessary  to  add  here  that  the  late  apprentice 
population  consider  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  to  be  the 
most  degrading  occupation  in  which  the  human  race 
can  be  employed,  and  although  the  carpenters,  the 
masons,  the  blacksmiths,  the  shoemakers,  &:c.  &:c.  may, 
and  probably  will  work  steadily  at  their  trades,  it  must 
always  be  borne  in  mind  that  field  labor  is  ended  for 
ever  amongst  the  emancipated  negroes  of  Mauritius. 
Many  of  them  will,  however,  occupy  themselves 
for  a  few  days  at  a  time  in  work  requiring  greater 
personal  exertion — such  as  the  loading  and  discharging 
of  ships,  &c.  &c.,  because  they  can  live  in  idleness  for  a 
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month  on  the  hire  which  they  obtain  for  the  labor  of 
two  or  three  days  in  this  way,  and  that  mode  of  life  is 
much  more  congenial  to  their  habits  and  dispositions, 
than  the  unceasing  labor  and  the  monotonous  routine 
of  a  sugar  plantation. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  preceding  statement  will  have 
made  it  sufficiently  evident  that  agricultural  labor  is 
now  entirely  confined  [to  the  Indian  emigrants,  whose 
number  cannot  amount  to  18,000,^  after  making  a  fair 
deduction  for  those  who  have  returned  to  India  at  the 
expiration  of  their  service,  for  deaths,  and  other  causes, 
and  this  diminished  number,  for  the  same  reasons,  is 
daily  decreasing. 

Now  it  is  a  fact  well  ascertained  and  perfectly  un- 
derstood, that  the  land  already  under  the  cultivation  of 
the  sugar  cane  requires  the  labor  of  45,000  to  50,000 
people.  This  being  admitted,  and  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  contradiction,  it  is  j)resumed  that  no  addi- 
tional observation  will  be  required  to  pourtray  in  its 
true  colors  the  perilous  position  of  the  planters  of 
Mauritius,  and  the  merchants  there  and  in  England, 
who  are  so  deeply  connected  with  them,  which,  with- 
out speedy  relief  by  the  introduction  of  foreign  labor, 
must  reduce  that  fertile  colony  to  an  unprofitable 
waste. 

To  meet  this  most  important  difficulty  it  has  been 
suggested  by  some  of  those  who  have  considered  the 
subject,  both  in  this  country  and  at  Mauritius,  that 
Madagascar  might  supply  the  deficiency  which  is  now 
operating  so  banefully  on  the  colony.     But  a  very  few 


♦  Unexpired  period  of  service  varying  from  three  months  to  three 
years. 
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observatioDs  will  clearly  demonstrate  that  humanity  and 
sound  policy  are  equally  opposed  to  such  a  measure. 

No  considerable  number  of  laborers  could  be  pro- 
cured from  Madagascar  without  the  consent  of  the 
Queen  to,  and  her  immediate  participation  in,  the 
traffic,  which  Her  Majesty  would  readily  engage  in  for 
the  pecuniary  advantages  which  she  would  exact  from 
it.  To  avail  of  this  she  would  unscrupulously  seize 
upon  both  sexes  of  all  ages,  to  sell  them  to  the 
colonists,  thus  compelling  her  subjects  to  quit  their 
country  for  Mauritius  merely  to  gratify  her  own  bar- 
barous and  rapacious  views.  It  is  true  that  these 
people  would  become  entirely  free  on  reaching  Mau- 
ritius ;  but  if  from  any  cause,  of  whatever  nature,  any 
of  the  people  of  Madagascar,  thus  forced  from  their 
native  land,  should  return  to  its  shores,  they  would  be 
certain  to  meet  with  inevitable  destruction  from  the 
w^ell-known  jealousy  of  the  government  of  that  coun- 
try, (if  such  it  can  be  called,)  with  reference  to  its  own 
subjects,  who  are  supposed  to  have  been  civilized  by  a 
temporary  absence  from  it,  and  therefore  capable  of 
introducing  such  just  ideas  as  would  ill  accord  with  the 
despotic  barbarism  of  that  ill-fated  island. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  notwithstanding  the 
prohibition  of  emigration  from  India,  it  is  to  that 
country  that  the  attention  of  the  colonists  of  Mauritius 
is  directed  in  search  of  relief  from  the  distressing  em- 
barrassment under  which  they  are  now  suffering.  By 
all  who  have  read  the  official  correspondence  with  at- 
tention, it  must  have  been  seen  that  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  introduction  of  Indian  laborers  at 
Mauritius,  and  up  to  the  period  of  the  prohibition  of 
the  system,  the  government  of  India  and  the  local 
government  of  Mauritius  devoted  much  time  and  pains 
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to  the  establishment  of  such  regulations  as  appeared  to 
the  two  governments  best  calculated  to  secure  to  the 
colonists  the  object  of  their  wants,  and  to  the  emigrants 
a  fair  and  just  remuneration  for  their  services. 

It  happened  unfortunately,  however,  from  the  general 
manner  in  which  the  emigration  system  was  thrown 
open  to  all  who  chose  to  avail  of  it,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  India  could  not  control  the  conduct  of  the 
numerous  and  irresponsible  resident  agents  who  derived 
very  considerable  pecuniary  advantage  from  their  occu- 
pation, and  were  therefore  not  over  scrupulous  in  the 
means  which  they  adopted  to  supply  the  demands  of 
their  employers — the  colonists. 

On  the  other  hand  it  would  have  been  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  human  nature  to  expect  that  the 
colonists,  just  emerging  from  almost  unlimited  power 
over  a  slave  population,  and  who  had  hitherto  known 
slaves  only  as  servants,  could  at  once  see,  and  wisely 
act  upon  the  entire  revolution  which  a  very  short  period 
had  caused  in  the  state  and  condition  of  their  depen- 
dents. In  a  report  which  the  writer  of  these  remarks 
made  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Mauritius  in 
the  autumn  of  1838,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  point 
out  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  real  state  of  the  Indians 
in  the  colony  at  that  period,  and  as  that  report  has  been 
published  in  the  printed  returns  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  will  only  state  here  his  continued  per- 
suasion that  the  late  system  of  emigration  urgently 
required  to  be  re-modelled  and  amended,  and  that  in 
his  humble  opinion  it  had  become  absolutely  necessary 
to  stop  its  further  progress  until  it  could  be  worked 
more  equitably  in  its  details. 

Tlie  great  and  important  objections  to  the  late  system 
were,  that  the  emigrants  were  deceived  and  misled  by 
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the  agents  in  India  with  respect  to  the  real  geographical 
position  of  Mauritius,  and  the  nature  of  the  duties 
which  they  were  expected  to  perform  there.  That  their 
ignorance  was  worked  upon  to  secure  engagements  for 
five  years,  at  a  rate  of  wages  far  below  the  usual  value 
of  labor  in  the  colony — that  they  were  robbed  of  the 
advance  usually  paid  in  India — that  fear  and  ignorance 
prevented  them  from  applying  for  redress  in  the  proper 
quarter  when  unjustly  used  by  their  employers — that  no 
attention  was  paid  to  the  comfort,  nor  any  considera- 
tion bestowed  on  the  prejudices  of  the  emigrants  at 
Mauritius,  and  that  under  the  name  of  "transfers," 
daily  sales  were  made  of  their  services,  although  such 
transactions  were  positively  prohibited  in  the  permission 
of  the  local  government  for  their  introduction. 

The  writer  of  this,  having  been  selected  to  come  to 
England  for  the  express  purpose  of  submitting  the 
accompanying  plan  to  her  Majesty's  Government, 
derives  the  greatest  confidence  and  satisfaction  from 
his  firm  persuasion,  that  all  the  objections  to  the  former 
system  are  completely  removed  by  the  measures  which 
the  new  plan  proposes  to  adopt.  The  whole  working 
of  the  new  system  is  brought  into  a  very  limited  focus, 
and  the  control  over  the  only  agents,  who  will  have  any 
power,  is  entrusted  to  the  government  of  India,  to  be 
used  as  that  government  may  see  fit, — while  the  fun- 
damental principle,  which  requires  a  government  offi- 
cer as  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  at  Mauri- 
tius, gives  a  public  character  to  the  general  undertaking, 
which  could  not  fail  to  prove  highly  advantageous  to  its 
proper  direction. 

It  cannot  be  pretended  that  India  would  derive  the 
same  immediate  and  prominent  advantage  from  the 
emigration  of  her  subjects,  which  the  colonists  of  Mau- 
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ritius  may  look  for,  but  even  India  would,  at  no  distant 
period,  reap  an  important  share  of  the  mutual  benefit 
which  such  a  system  must  create,  by  being  periodically 
relieved  from  the  expense  of  supporting  many  thou- 
sands of  her  starving  population,  who  would  have  it  in 
their  power  after  a  short  absence,  during  which  their 
comfort  and  interest  would  be  strictly  protected,  to 
return  to  their  own  country  with  means  sufficient 
for  their  future  support,  besides  having  acquired  the 
art  of  cultivating  and  manufacturing  the  sugar  cane, 
and  such  habits  of  industry  as  might  be  applied  with 
great  advantage  to  the  immense  resources  of  India. 

Much  might  be  added  in  illustration  of  the  benefits 
which  India  would  ultimately  derive  from  the  tem- 
porary emigration  of  the  natives  to  Mauritius,  and  the 
advantages  which  await  the  emigrants  themselves, 
under  a  proper  system  of  protection,  have,  it  is  pre- 
sumed,  never  been  questioned ;  but  the  perusal  of  the 
projected  plan,  and  the  observations  which  have  al- 
ready been  made  with  refierence  to  its  object  and  to 
its  execution,  will,  it  is  hoped,  convince  the  most  scep- 
tical opponents  of  the  measure,  that  tlie  emigration  of 
India  laborers  to  Mauritius,  on  the  amended  system, 
would  have  the  most  beneficial  effect  on  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  emigrants,  and  that  it  is  only  by  their 
immediate  introduction  that  the  cultivation  of  the 
sugar  cane  can  be  continued  after  the  ensuing  crop  of 
1840  and  1841. 

The  writer  is  fully  aware  of  the  heavy  responsibility 
which  he  has  undertaken  in  becoming  the  representa- 
tive of  the  suffering  colonists  on  so  important  an  occa- 
sion, but  he  is  supported  by  the  strongest  reliance  that 
an  unprejudiced  review  of  the  question  at  issue,  with 
the  conspicuous  liberality  of  the  proposed  system,  and 
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the  certainty  of  its  being  adhered  to  with  undeviating 
correctness,  will  calm  the  fears  and  banish  the  appre- 
hensions of  all  who  may  have  anticipated  any  sem- 
blance to  a  return  to  slavery,  ixL.the^irregtrTaritie£;which 
undoubtedly  did  exist  at  the  ^commencement  of  the 
emigration  of  Indians  to  the  colonies,  but  which  (geve^ 
can  recur  at  Mauritius  if  the  future  introduction  of 
labour  is  permitted  to  be  conducted  on  the  annexed  r 
plan.  i 

Mauritius,  from  its  geographical  position,  the  salu- 
brity of  its  climate,  and  other  peculiar  advantages 
which  it  possesses,  has  surely  a  just  claim  to  considera- 
tion on  its  own  merits,  and  ought  not  to  be  legislated 
for,  on  such  a  question  as  the  introduction  of  laborers 
from  India,  in  conjunction  with  British  Guiana,  as  has 
been  proposed. 

There  is  no  kind  of  analogy  between  Mauritius  and 
any  of  our  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  which  is  now  the  object  of  discus- 
sion. Mauritius,  as  every  one  knows,  is  situated  in 
the  Indian  ocean,  within  twenty-five  days  sail  of  Cal- 
cutta, and  considerably  less  from  Madras  and  Bombay. 
Let  this  be  contrasted  with  a  voyage  of  four  months  to 
the  West  Indies,  bearing  in  mind  always  that  the 
Indian  peasantry  are  unaccustomed  to  the  sea,  and 
dread  the  confinement  and  restraint  which  are  the 
natural  accompaniments  of  a  long  voyage. 

In  climate  the  contrast  is  equally  great,  and  highly 
in  favor  of  Mauritius,  which,  of  all  places  within 
the  tropics,  is  perhaps  the  most  salubrious.  There 
are  no  indigenous  disorders ;  and  although  the  heat 
is  great,  and  prejudicial  to  some  European  consti- 
tutions, it  is  not  only  innoxious,  but  congenial  to  the 
natives  of  Hindostan. 
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But  there  is  another  peculiarity  attached  to  Mau- 
ritius which  cannot  fail,  in  a  competition  like  the 
present,  to  leave  its  western  rivals  at  an  immeasurable 
distance.  Productive  as  this  hitherto  favored  colony 
has  been  in  sugar  cane,  it  is  utterly  deficient  of  all 
kinds  of  grain,  and  of  animals  of  every  description, 
with  the  exception  of  pigs  and  a  few  deer.  India  is 
therefore  resorted  to  for  the  indispensable  supplies 
of  rice,  wheat,  sheep,  &c.,  and  uninterrupted,  and 
almost  daily  intercourse  is  thus  kept  up  between 
Mauritius  and  the  Indian  Presidencies.  This  im- 
portant circumstance  affords  at  all  times  the  greatest 
facility  to  natives  of  India  to  return  to  their  own 
country,  and  the  expense  of  their  passage  is  only  two 
pounds. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out,  that  in  the 
West  Indies,  however  desirous  an  Indian  may  be  to 
return,  and  however  urgent  his  motives  may  be  to 
reach  his  native  land,  money  even  cannot  procure 
the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes,  because  there 
exists  no  natural  intercourse  between  the  country 
which  he  has  left,  and  that  which  he  has  for  a  time 
adopted. 

It  must  not  be  imagined,  that  the  superiority  which 
is  claimed  for  Mauritius,  is  brought  forward  with  a 
desire  to  prejudice  the  West  Indian  colonies.  Any 
such  intention  is  most  positively  disavowed. 

The  object  of  this  publication  is  solely  to  endeavour 
to  point  out  the  real  state  and  position  of  Mauritius, 
and  the  high  claims  which  that  colony  has,  to  be 
allowed  to  adopt  a  free  and  unfettered  course  in 
protecting  its  best  interests  from  the  imminent  dan- 
ger  by  which  they  are  menaced. 

Experience  has  proved  "  the  open  system"  to  have 
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been  decidedly  unfavorable  to  the  Indians  hitherto  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  it  could  not  be  again 
adopted  with  any  hope  of  better  success.  The  criti- 
cal position,  however,  of  the  colony  is  but  too  evident ; 
its  very  existence,  as  a  possession  of  any  commercial 
value  to  the  mother  country,  depends  on  the  decision 
of  the  question,  which  has  been  discussed  in  these 
pages  ; — and  unless  Indian  laborers  can  be  legally 
introduced  at  Mauritius  by  the  month  of  December 
next,  the  colony  will  not  only  become  a  burthensome 
appendage  to  the  British  crown,  but  all  who  are 
immediately  connected  with  its  commercial  and  agri- 
cultural resources  must  be  involved  in  the  general 
ruin,  from  which  laborers  alone  can  protect  them. 

Should  there  still  exist  any  who,  after  having  read 
it,  continue  to  doubt  the  efficient  protection  held  out 
by  the  Mauritius'  plan,  the  writer  of  this  will  be  happy 
to  afford  to  them  any  additional  information  which 
may  assist  in  removing  their  doubts, — and  which  his 
rather  extensive  practical  experience  may  enable  him 
to  supply.  When  he  saw  defects  and  glaring  faults 
in  the  "  Coolie  system,"  he  was  not  deterred  by  the 
scurrilous  attacks  of  a  licentious  colonial  press,  nor 
the  writhing  of  disappointed  speculation,  from  giving 
his  open  and  conscientious  opinion  on  the  subject. 
On  tlie  other  hand,  he  feels  himself  equally  bound, 
as  a  man  and  as  a  magistrate,  here  to  repeat  his  hum- 
ble, but  unqualified  approbation,  of  the  system  which 
is  now  submitted  to  the  public. 

Stevens'  Hotel, 

Clifford  Street— May  1840. 


London  :— Geo.  Nichols,  Printer,  Earl's  Court,  Leicester  Square,  Sobo. 
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ic.40  the  purpose  of  establishing  an 
authorized  committee  to  regulc'te 
and   carry  on  the  introduction 
o.   Indian  laborers  et  Mauritius 
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